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Dear Comrade,

Bank Pensioners and Retirees create history at Jasut Mantar
on 11" December, 2015 — Several Thousand Bank Retireesricipate
in day-long Dharna and Demonstration at the heart bthe Union Capital —
leaders of serving organisations, retiree organiseins and Central Trade Unions
ask Government/IBA to concede the demands — if ingsitivity
continues, organisations pledge for more intensifeeactions.

Several thousand bank pensioners and retireesgitiodantar Mantar, New Delhi at 10

a.m. sharp. The group of volunteers was shoutiogasls in favour of the demands of the
retirees in different languages. The principal dednhaf the slogans was that Government
and IBA should come to senses immediately and éttenthe issues which are long

neglected. It was also demanded that the totahsitbety should be put to an end and the
most reasonable demands be conceded. The crovedwt HL a.m. swelled to the adjoining

streets. The elder citizens of the banking indusing the lady comrades in fairly good

number stood for hours to hear the leaders. Thedm@mained unmoved as it is till the

conclusion of the programme at about 3 p.m.

Com. K.V. Acharya, President, AIBPARC, coordinatdte whole programme from
beginning to end. After giving a brief introduction the purpose of the Dharna, he invited
Shri R.N. Banerjee, President, Federation of SBiskmers’ Association to speak. Shri
Banerjee congratulated the huge crowd and urged timGovernment and IBA to ponder
over as to why the elder citizens of the industey@n the streets. If a proper answer to this
qguestion is sought for by power that be, the insertg to the community will end. Com.
Ashok Rao, a known name for many years as an attvémathe public sector observed that
the Dharna at Jantar Mantar is organized mainlthbyyoung people and the elder citizens.
There is a commonality in between the two — dondken education and health a
commodity. He also observed that provision of NBAvirtually a pension to defaulters of



bank loans. Why then the pension of real pensgomelt not be increased. Com. K.D.
Khera, former President of AIBOC observed thatehee large numbers of retirees in the
banking sector who are still unorganized. They @b memain under the cover of any
organisation. If they can be organized, it woulddasier to fulfill the demand which is
already there in the Regulation. Com. A. Rameshp&eneral Secretary, Federation of
SBI Pensioners’ Association congratulates the swgeltrowd who have come together to
fight for principles. SBI — Pensioners have aatéht set of problems which will be tackled
at the level of the said institution; but there ar@y common issues for which all of us can
jointly fight. He urges upon all the working unioasd associations to support the cause of
retirees. He also calls for a protracted strugGlem. Santharaju, former General Secretary
of AIBOC, observes that it is really paradoxicahtate that the elder citizens of the banking
industry who did their best in implementing povegsnelioration programmes in their
service life are today sitting in the street to afgdtheir pension and DA. The civil servants
are getting everything automatically whereas fimansector is languishing. This is a
symbolic Dharna and the struggle will continue.

Com. Harvinder Singh, General Secretary, AIBOCitathhis speech with the observation
that the demands of the pensioners and retireah@@emands of AIBOC. He said that the
demands were submitted officially and discussed wgincerity. At one stage of the
negotiation, there was some lack of seriousnestherpart of some of the organisations
which did not want that the voice of retirees barde Pressure from the new generation on
the leadership was also there. Certain changelseiratcounting norm played havoc at a
very crucial time. The record note was signed unmbstain circumstances which he
narrated in detail. He referred to the seriesoofespondence done by AIBOC on the issues
of retirees and also the reply of IBA. He narratedrief the submission of IBA before
CLC. IBA submitted, inter alia, that they would éalap the issue of domiciliary treatment
with the insurance company and they support theteodion of retirees. IBA further
informed that the cost factor to each issue wilbbsessed by an actuary already appointec
by them and the report will be available withina34t months. Com. Singh concluded with
his reassurance that AIBOC will be doing its pduihe job.

Com. D.B. Gupta, a senior leader of AIBRF informind gathering that the greatest
injustice is being done to the family pensionerA. meutralization is pending with ministry
for 5 years. Updation of pension is being deniettheuit valid reasons. The functionaries of
IBA should not forget that when they would not lethe chairs, they would be Mr.
Nobody. He calls for unity of all retiree organisas.

Com. Tapan Sen, General Secretary, Centre of Intliade Unions, observed that pension
updation was a demand which could not be negatétidsovernment because they allow
it to its own employees. He observed that IBA ipaverless body and it is virtually
controlled by Ministry of Finance. Any Governmehg felt, which comes to power is
going to sell out assets of the people. The fighthe pensioners should be orchestrated
with the fight of the working class otherwise thesmins of the Government cannot be
flouted. He also called upon the pensioners cavangler Pension Regulation for fight for



the employees and officers who are covered un@eN#dw Pension Scheme. He lends total
support to the ongoing struggle. Com. Sitaram Yieclseneral Secretary, CPI(M) could
not attend the Dharna because of compulsive preaticuns but he sent his good wishes for
the success of the struggle by a message.

Shri Pawan Kumar, Organising General SecretaryM&Bobserves that the pension of the
MLAs and MPs are being fabulously increased. Whgnthithe pensioners of the banking
industry will not get their rightful shares. Hédtfthat the provision for updation of pension
was written in the agreements reached between anep. IBA should not feel hesitant to
implement it. He pledges full support to the densaofithe organisation.

Com. Malhotra of AIBRA thanked the participants fofarge scale presence. He observes
that he is viewing success of the movement in thr&zbn because such a dedicated crowd
can only achieve the demands. Com. Anantha Krishaaenior leader of the movement
informed in brief the outcome of the dialogue whighand his associates had with Minister
of State for Finance. Com. Sukumaran of RNBOC okeskthat it was really a day for
rejoice because after long efforts, all the majgaaisations of retirees have come together
to achieve a common cause.

Com. S.R. Sengupta, General Secretary, AIBPARClewdungratulating the crowd, made
the following observations. Trade union is a cambms journey. It will not stop till
demands are realized. If Government and IBA doheair us, we cannot stop the journey.
We might have to think in future for making a presien to the Parliament or official
residence of the Prime Minister. Com. Suprita 8grBoint General Secretary, thanked the
participants who have assembled from differentspafthe country after undertaking lot of
sufferings. He felt that when determination wasssong, the dedication of elder citizens
cannot go unnoticed. The organisation will haveptocess the outcome of the present
phase of agitation and then chalk out the futune Ibof action. Com. K.B. Ballur, the
Working President of the organisation praised tagi@pants for the troubles undertaken
by them. He observed the demands were logicalpétle of agitation is legal and non-
violent and the Government should hear the voicetifees with caution and care since all
of them are in an advanced age. Com. K.V. Achdptyasident, AIBPARC, concluded the
programme with his remarks that the future wouldbes.

We convey our gratefulness to all our leaders,raete activists of AIBPARC, Delhi State
Committee for taking tremendous initiative to malke programme an astounding success.

Long live CBPRO.
Long Live Unity of Retirees Organisations.
Long Live the outcome of the Dharna of historicHl' December, 2015.

With best wishes,

(S.R. SEN GUPTA)
GENERAL SECRETARY



