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                                                 Dated: 23.05.2017
JOINT  CONVENERS  REPORT

We heartily welcome all the Leaders of the Constituents of CBPRO for the 5th Meeting of our Coordination Committee.  Though the meeting of the constituents is proposed to be held once in 4 months, due to hectic organizational activities and also taking into account the convenience of the constituents, we could organise this meeting at Kolkata on 23rd May 2017only.  We are confident that you would appreciate the delay.
1. The last meeting was held in Chennai on 19.08.2016 where issues are discussed at length and it was also decided that a delegation of CBPRO should meet the IBA to press for the resolution of the pending issues.

2. Accordingly a delegation of CBPRO met the IBA officials with prior arrangement of the date and time of the meeting.  The meeting took place on 15.02.2017.  The IBA team was led by Shri V.G.Kannan, newly appointed CEO IBA, accompanied by Shri K. Unnikrishnan, Deputy Chief Executive IBA, Shri K.S. Chauhan, Vice President IBA and other officials from the secretariat of IBA.

3. In the above meeting the Joint Conveners of CBPRO presented all the issues concerning the Bank Pensioners and expressed the anguish and disappointment of virtually making no progress in the resolution of the issues.

4. The IBA stuck to its same old line of arguments explaining about the cost implications and lack of support from the Management Committee in regard to our issues. 

5. One of the easy excuses for the IBA was the just then dismissed Special Leave Petitions of Bank Retirees from Canara Bank, Bank of Baroda and Indian Overseas Bank, who are based in Chennai, in respect of 100% DA neutralization.
6. We explained to the IBA team that the said SLP’s were dismissed on 1st Feb by the Supreme Court in a huff without giving any speaking order as to the reasons why the appeals were dismissed.  We also argued that earlier the IBA was citing as “matters sub-judice” as a reason not to resolve the DA issue and the same can be resolved now as no Petition was pending with the dismissal of the Petition. We also pointed out that a favorable judgment now available in respect of Writ Petition filed by United Bank of India Retirees Welfare Association and the same should be considered as a finality in respect of DA.

7. The only satisfaction we could derive from the meeting was that it was a properly organised meeting by the IBA with CBPRO where we could have a full-scale discussion on all the pending issues and our arguments were well appreciated by the IBA team with a rider that unless the Management Committee comes forward and Government also gives its nod they cannot move further on these issues.
8. CBPRO decided to have a nationwide Dharna at Jantar Mantar once again on 15th March, 2017 to press upon the Government and the concerned authorities for immediate response to our various representations to them.
9. Delhi unit of CBPRO did full preparations for the massive Dharna at Jantar     Mantar.

10. Meanwhile the Assistant Labour Commissioner, (Central) Mumbai had a conciliation meeting in respect of the complaint made by AIBRF as well as CBPRO in regard to DA issue.

11. There were two sittings with the ALC in the month of January and February and the CBPRO delegation gave a very powerful presentation to the ALC in respect of DA neutralisation and other issues like updation and Family Pension.

12. Since the SLP's were dismissed by the Supreme Court and the ALC wanted to study the judgement of Madras High Court, the ALC advised that she would convene another proceeding later on.  Meanwhile the ALC requested to defer the proposed Dharna at Jantar Mantar in view of the ongoing proceedings at ALC office.
13. During this time we also approached the top officials of the Department of Financial Services, GOI  who assured us that the anomaly issue of SBI Retirees was on the verge of a favorable solution and the remaining issues of the Bank Retirees would be looked into once the SBI anomaly issue was resolved 

14. Taking this as a positive development from the discussions we had with the Ministry and consulting all the leaders of the constituents it was decided to defer the Dharna programme.

15. We are happy to mention here that the promised relief to about 35000 SBI Retirees came through.  The credit for this mainly goes to Federation of SBI Pensioners’ Associations who had been putting up a relentless fight including approaching the High Court and Supreme Court for more than a decade.  After the formation of CBPRO the matter was pursued by CBPRO also. We congratulate the leaders of Federation of SBI Pensioners’ Associations and also consider this as a first success of CBPRO and for that matter of Bank Retirees movement.

16. We again met the top Ministry Officials on 27th April and thanked them for the favorable decision in respect of removing the anomaly of SBI Retirees. The Ministry officials again assured that they would attend to the other important issues (1) 100% DA Neutralization (2) Improvement in Family Pension (3) Pension Updation and (4) Medical Insurance.
17.  We are in constant touch with the Ministry and we have vide our letter dated 4.5.2017 to the Ministry again emphasized the need for early resolution of the issues mentioned here above.
18.  We are following up the matter on a regular basis with the Ministry officials.

19.  As the 11th Bi-Partite negotiations have already commenced, we have written to   the Convener and all the Constituents of UFBU to take up the issues of the Retirees on priority and emergency basis.
20. AIBPARC, one of our constituents have prepared a Charter of demands on behalf of the Bank Retirees.  We will have to further update it with SBI Retirees issues and any other issues if needed to be included and make it a comprehensive one and submit it to the UFBU for taking up the matter during the negotiations. However we should request UFBU to ensure that the DA issue, Improvement in Family Pension and Updation of Pension being part of the last settlement they should ensure that the same are resolved immediately without waiting for the formal conclusion of the ensuing wage settlement.

21. We have also received a mail from Shri S C Jain, General Secretary, AIBRF expressing their desire to join the coordination but of course with conditions.(A) Change of the name of CBPRO to UFBRO (B) To have one  Convener elected by all constituents . (C) To identify issues concerning the retirees and chalk out follow up action.

22. The mail of Comrade Shri S C Jain and the reply by CBPRO is placed before you all for discussion and valuable suggestions.

 We have tried to place before you a brief report containing important events, developments, decisions and the efforts put in by all of us during the intervening period of the previous and the present meeting. Except for some success in respect of SBI Retirees virtually all the other issues remain unresolved hence there is a greater need to galvanize our activities at all levels.  We also seek directions from the leaders of the constituents what further we can do and should do to achieve all the outstanding issues with a time frame.

We want to make a special mention about the support given by the leaders of FORBE. Through their efforts we could do the most needed political lobbying to impress upon the Ministry in regard to our issues.  With their help we could meet important leaders of the ruling party, Ministers and the Ministry Officials.

We thank Shri R N Banerjee, Chairman CBPRO for the valuable advice and guidance he has been giving and he is a great inspiration to all of us. We also thank the leaders of all the constituents of the CBPRO for the wise counsels to us and the encouragements we get from them. The harmony among the constituents of CBPRO is our asset and we have no doubt the day is not too far when we will be able to see fruition of our efforts. CBPRO has become the prime hope of Bank Retirees and we have a great responsibility to fulfill their expectations. We are conscious of the expectations and equally confident that  together we will achieve success.

Thanking you,

Yours Sincerely
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