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Dear Comrades, 

Welcome to Year 2021, Year of Hope and Fruition of our Aspirations and Expectations.

We heartily welcome Year 2021 while bidding Good bye to one of the most dreaded Pandemic stricken Years. We lost many friends and dear ones due to the pandemic. Many lost their jobs, economy shattered, lockdowns stilled the movements, and the World experienced stunning anxiety about the Future. Yet the indomitable Human spirit asserted it self with the fastest recovery in the history of the World discarding the fear of doom and darkness that was looming large, now putting its best steps forward with immense confidence and hope for revival and resurgence.

All of us are grateful to the Medical Fraternity, the Banking Fraternity and Governmental Agencies for the grit and determination they demonstrated throughout in saving lives, keeping the wheels of economy moving and governance in good shape so that the damage is contained and resurrection is made possible. In this, the contributions of Bankers in keeping Banking at its best to ensure the Financial Packages announced by the Government percolates to the Target Group is highly Praiseworthy. Corona crisis made them still more tougher to handle the situation exemplarily well though of course in the process some of them became victims of the dreaded Pandemic. We Salute them for their Supreme Sacrifice.

The advent of Covaxine is making all of us to breathe a sigh of relief. The news has come as a morale booster to strive for and secure a Better Future.

The brighter side of Year 2020 for Banking Community is the conclusion of the 11th Bi Partite Settlement bringing Cheers to our younger brothers and sisters serving in the Banks. The UFBU deserves congratulations for taking the long-drawn wage negotiation to a logical conclusion bringing Cheers to their Members.

There was also something for Bank Pensioners and Retirees to cheer as finally one of our main issues, improvement in Family Pension on the lines of Government and RBI Pensioners without ceiling finds place on the table of negotiation and is shown as agreed to subject to the approval of the Government. Prior to that the Honourable Finance Minister in Her Interview to Business Line asserted that the concerns of Bank Pensioners and Retirees mainly in respect of Family Pension, Updation of Pension and Medical Facilities would be taken care of and stated that she had asked the Chairman of SBI and Chairman of IBA to facilitate the resolution of the issues. Later on while addressing the AGM of IBA the Hon'ble Finance Minister exhorted the Chairman, IBA and other Chairmen and MDs  of the Banks to treat the Bank Pensioners and Retirees as part of the same Family and consider the issues of Improvement in Family Pension and Updation of Pension and other issues of Bank Pensioners and Retirees on a favourable note .But unfortunately  the issue of Family Pension is bogged down with the  so called cost liabilities/calculations again   and Pension Updation still  waiting for consideration from IBA and Government. We are feeling let down by the powers that be. We still hope that UFBU will take up the issues with all the seriousness and ensure resolution of the same at the earliest.

We are happy that due to the consistent and strenuous efforts of CBPRO through their Constituents and other Retirees Organisations who launched massive campaign by writing letters, representations, online petitions and personally approaching Honourable Members of Parliament and Honourable Ministers have made a Great impact and our issues are at least raised in the Parliament often by the Hon'ble Members of Parliament.   The Honourable Finance Minister has strongly indicated to the IBA and the Ministry to resolve the Issues.

Dear Comrades, we have succeeded in taking the issues to the logical level. Now we have to take the issues to their logical conclusion. In this phenomenal effort of ours, we are confident of the Support of entire UFBU TEAM, Chairmen and MDs of Banks, Ministry Officials and more particularly all Bank Pensioners and Retirees Organisations with their vast Membership.

We have every reason to believe that the favourable climate prevailing due to the solemn assurance given by the Hon’ble Finance Minister and Hon'ble Minister Of State for Finance, our main issues like improvement in Family Pension, Updation of Pension and other issues will find lasting solution soon.

We truly feel that Year 2021 is a Year of great Hope resulting in Fruition of our Aspirations and Expectations. It shall be our endeavour to realise the same in early 2021.

Happy New Year.

                   Yours Comradely,
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(A. Ramesh Babu)                     (K.V. Acharya)         	    
                           Joint Conveners, CBPRO  
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